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THE WIZARD OF OZ

In Kansas, USA, there are no witches or wizards. But
there are cyclones, and one day a cyclone blows Dorothy’s
house, with Dorothy and her dog Toto in it, to a country
called Oz. And in Oz there are four witches, and a very

famous wizard— the Wizard of Oz.

Dorothy wants to go home to Kansas, but she doesn’t know
how to get there. She needs help. ‘Go to the Emerald
City,’ the Witch of the North tells her, ‘and ask the Wiz-

’

ard of )z to help you.

Then Dorothy meets the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the
Cowardly Lion, but they need help too. So they all take the
yellow brick road to the Emerald City. But what are they
going to find there? Who—or what—is the famous Wizard
of Oz?
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1
The cyclone

D orothy lived in a small house in Kansas, with Uncle
Henry, Aunt Em, and a little black dog called
Toto. »

There were no trees and no hills in Kansas, and it was
often very windy. Sometimes the wind came very fast and
very suddenly. That was a cyclone, and it could blow trees
and people and buildings away. There were cellars under all
the houses. And when a cyclone came, people went down
into their cellars and stayed there.

One day Uncle Henry came out and looked up at the sky.
Then he ran quickly back into the house.

‘There’s a cyclone coming,’ he called to Aunt Em and
Dorothy. ‘We must go down into the cellar!’

They ran to the door of the cellar, but Toto was afraid,
and he ran under the bed. Dorothy ran after him.

‘Quick!”’ shouted Aunt Em from the cellar. ‘Leave the
dog and come down into the cellar!’

Dorothy picked up Toto and ran to the cellar door. But
before she got there, the cyclone hit the house.

And then a very strange thing happened.

The house moved, and then it went slowly up, up, up
into the sky. Aunt Em and Uncle Henry were down in the

cellar under the ground, but the house, Dorothy, and Toto
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windy adj. with much
wind. %A . cyclone n.
violent destructive wind-
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went up to the top of the cyclone. Dorothy looked through
the open cellar door and saw hills and houses, a long way
down. She closed the cellar door quickly.

The wind blew the house along for many hours. At first
Dorothy was afraid.

‘But we can’t do anything about it,’ she said to Toto.
‘So let’s wait and see. > And after two or three hours, she
and Toto went to sleep.

When Dorothy opened her eyes again, the house was on
the ground and everything was quiet. She picked up Toto,
opened the door, and went out. They saw tall trees and
beautiful flowers, and little houses with blue doors.

Dorothy gave a little cry. ‘This isn’t Kansas, Toto! And
who are these people?’

There were three very short men in blue hats, coats and
trousers, and a little old woman in a beautiful white dress.
The woman walked up to Dorothy and said, ‘Thank you,
thank you! Now the people are free!’

‘Why are you thanking me?’ Dorothy asked.

*You killed the Witch of the East,’ said the woman.
‘She was a bad witch, and her people, the Munchkins,
were very afraid of her. Now she is dead, and we and the
Munchkins want to thank you. ’

The little old woman and the three little men all smiled
happily at Dorothy, but Dorothy did not understand.

‘But I didn’t kill anybody!’ she said.
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walk up (to sb. /sth.) ap-
proach sb. /sth. FELFEAN
XY . be afraid (of sb. /
sth.) frightened. # 1;
#1 , dead adj. nolonger
alive. JEfY ., kill v. cause
death or cause the death
of (sb. /sth.) B3t ; R3%E;
EAKEARKEY.
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‘Your house fell on the Witch,” laughed the little
woman. ‘Look! You can see her feet!’

Dorothy looked, and saw two feet, with red shoes, un-
der the house. Suddenly, one of the Munchkins gave a
shout. ‘Look! Her feet are disappearing in the hot sun. ’

A second later, there were only the red shoes.

‘Good,” said the little woman. She picked up the shoes
and gave them to Dorothy. ‘They're your shoes now. You
must wear them, because a witch’s shoes can sometimes do
wonderful things. ’

‘Thank you,” said Dorothy. ‘But who are you? Are you
a Munchkin?’ ‘

‘No, but I'm their friend. I'm the Witch of the North,
and I came to see the dead Witch of the East. But don’t be
afraid—I'm a good witch. ’

‘But Aunt Em says there aren’t any witches. ’

‘Oh yes, there are!’ said the Witch. ‘Here in the coun-
try of Oz we have four witches. The witches of the North
and the South are good witches, but those of the East and
the West are bad witches. Now the Witch of the East is
dead, so there is only one bad witch. We have a famous
wizard, too. We call him the Wizard of Oz, and he lives in
the Emerald City. How many witches and wizards do you
have in your country?’

‘We don’t have any,’ said Dorothy. Suddenly she re-

membered Aunt Em and Uncle Henry. ‘How can I get
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disappear v. no longer be
visible , vanish. K K
5. wear v. have (sth.)
on one’s body, esp. as
clothing , as an ornament ,
etc. T, FH (KXY %);
B.EEERS.
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back home to Kansas?’ she asked.

¢ Where is Kansas?’ asked the good Witch. ‘I don't
know a country called Kansas, so I can’t tell you the way. ’

Dorothy began to cry. ‘Oh dear! What can I do?’

‘Please don’t cry!’ said the Witch. ‘Go and see the Wiz-
ard of Oz. He’s a good wizard, and perhaps he can help
you. It’s a long way, and you must walk there. I can’t go
with you, but I can give you my kiss. ’

She gave Dorothy a little kiss. It looked like a small red
flower on Dorothy’s face.

‘Now nothing can hurt you,’ she said. ‘Look—there is
the road to the Emerald City. It is made of yellow bricks,
so you cannot lose your way ... Goodbye. ’ -

‘Goodbye!’ said the three little Munchkins.

In the house Dorothy found some bread and some apples,
and she put them all in a bag. Then she put on her blue and
white dress. ‘Now I look nice,’ she said. She looked down
at her old shoes. Then she remembered the bad Witch’s red
shoes, and put them on.

She picked up her bag of food. *Come on, Toto!’ she
called. ‘We're going to find the Wizard of Oz. ’
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hurt v. cause physical in-
jury or pain to (sb. /one-
self, a part of the body ,
an animal , etc.). f§i (¥
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remember v. have or keep

sth. in memory; recall to
one’s memory. it # 50
Y ; BAR. be
going to do sth. used to
show what sb. is intend-
ing or planing to do in the
Sfuture. FI LA R R FEANIT
M.



