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SHERLOCK HOLMES SHORT STORIES

When we think of a detective, we think first of Sherlock
Holmes. Even now, more than a hundred years after the first
story about him, he is still the greatest detective of all. Tourists
still go to Baker Street, in London, to see the place where he
had his flat. There are films about him, pictures of him — we
all know what he looked like, we all know what kind of clothes

he wore.

And yet he never existed. The stories about him are just stories.

So, why do we remember him?

It is because he loves catching criminals. Sherlock Holmes
chases the criminal as a hunter chases a fox. He is a
bloodhound, a police dog, with his nose to the ground —
following the criminal to the end of the world. The criminal may
try to hide — but when Sherlock Holmes has started the chase,

we know that he will finish it with a ‘kill’.
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The Speckled Band
1
Helen’s Story

Sherlock Holmes’s flat in Baker Street in London.

Very early one morning, a young woman, dressed in black,

!- t the time of this story, I was still living at my friend

came to see us. She looked tired and unhappy, and her face
was very white. ‘I'm afraid! Afraid of death, Mr
Holmes!’ she cried. ‘Please help me! I'm not thirty yet
and look at my grey hair! I'm so afraid!’ '

‘Just sit down and tell us your story,’ said Holmes
kindly.

‘My name is Helen Stoner,’ she began, ‘and I live
with my stepfather, Dr Grimesby Roylott, near a village in
the country. His family was once very rich, but they had
no money when my stepfather was born. So he studied to
be a doctor, and went out to India. He met and married my
mother there, when my sister Julia and I were very young.
Our father was dead; you see.’

“Your mother had some money, perhaps?’ asked
Sherlock Holmes.

“Oh yes, mother had a lot of money, so my stepfather
wasn’t poor any more.’ ‘

“Tell me more about him, Miss Stoner, ’ said Holmes.
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grey adj. of a colour
intermediate between black
and white K H M
stepfather n. a man who is
married to one’s mother
after the divorce of one’s
parents or the death of
one’s father B3
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‘Well, he’s a violent man. In India he once got angry
with his Indian servant and killed him! He had to go to
prison because of that, and then we all came back to
England. Mother died in an accident eight years ago. So my
stepfather got all her money, but if Julia or I marry, he
must pay us £.250 every year.’

‘And now you live with him in the country,’ said
Holmes.

‘Yes, but he stays at home and never sees anybody,
Mr Holmes!’ answered Helen Stoner. ‘He’'s more and
more violent now, and sometimes has fights with the
people from the village. Everybody’s afraid of him now,
and they run away when they see him. And they’re also
afraid of his Indian wild animals which run freely around
the garden. A friend sends them to him from India. And
the animals are not the only wild things in the garden;
there are also gipsies. My stepfather likes these wild
people, and they can come and go where they like. Poor
Julia and I had very unhappy lives. We had no servants.
They always left because they were afraid of my stepfather,
and we had to do all the work in the house. Julia was only
thirty when she died, and her hair was already grey, like
my hair now. ’

‘When did she die?’ asked Sherlock Holmes.

‘She died two years ago, and that’s why I’'m here. We

never met anybody in the country, but sometimes we
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violent adj. likely to
attack y hurt, or kill other
people JERH servant 7. a
person employed to
per form duties for others,
especially in a house on
domestic duties or as a
personal attendant {p A
gipsy n. a member of
travelling people with
dark skin and hair, speak-
ing a language related to
Hindi, and traditionally
living by itinerant trade
and fortune telling i %
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visited some of my family who live near London. There
Julia met a young man who asked to marry her. My
stepfather agreed, but soon after this she died.’ Miss
Stoner put her hand over her eyes and cried for a minute.

Sherlock Holmes was listening with his eyes closed,
but now he opened them and looked at Helen Stoner.

‘Tell me everything about her death, ’ he said.

‘I can remember it all very well. It was a terrible
time!’ she answered. ‘ Qur three bedrooms are all
downstairs. First there is my stepfather’s room. Julia’s
room is next to his, and my room is next to Julia’s. The
rooms all have windows on the garden side of the house,
and doors which open into the corridor. One evening our
stepfather was smoking his strong Indian- cigarettes in his
room. Julia couldn’t sleep because she could smell them in
her room, so she came into my room to talk to me. Before
she went back to bed, she said to me, “Helen, have you
ever heard a whistle in the middle of the night?”

‘I was surprised. “No,” I said.

““It’s strange,” she said. “Sometimes I hear a
whistle, but I don’t’know where it comes from. Why don’t
you hear it?”

‘T laughed and said, “I sleep better than you do.” So
Julia went to her room, and locked the door after her.’

"Why did you lock your doors?’ asked Sherlock
Holmes.

R BE TR R B

AHRIRAT 2 25 7 U A ZEAR BB L Ay — 26 5%
Bl TEFRBRFMBE T —NMERA, b
B, RUXFET, HEAAZE T
MET.” MEN/PNHBERBERT —
£ L.

BRI& 5 - 48 /K BE S5 — EL A A R BE T
ELRBAE At I TR AR B & 1548 « Wit

“HERRIBR MR LA EE,”
AL

“PRA MBS RECBBIER. B
REA D MEZ, “ROTMG = EPEER
T . B—RRRALH R, MR
B R SR A 0 5 1] 3R A 55 Vi) A R 3T B
FIRREE , =55 [l i %7 P &RZE S & AL I 1Y
ARy, W IIAEE B —MW, — KL,
AkACAEAL Y B 18] LA ED BE T A, BRIEAR MG
Ao RAMEEAE, B K7 a) a8 E
B, B DLt R B 3R 0 B 6 AR K
el R Z RTBRIR L. WS, FRERE
W B3 O i A g 9

“BRARMZAE., BRI, ik,

“ORERE, i, CARMERSER
IR, (ER AN 0 8 2 R LS Sk .
R AW AR FWE?”

“RET, ¥h: ‘KICIRERGFW, K
A e Rl T, FEBETIT.”

RO 2 BT ?” BRIE 5T - 48
JREE S [ .

terrible adj. extremelybad ,
serious, or unpleasant W]
14 B corridor n. a long
passage from which doors
lead into rooms FE Ji
whistle n. a clear, high-
pitched - sound made by
forcing breath through a
small hole between partly
closed lips, or between
one’s teeth 11 lock v. to
fasten with a lock 8,4 I
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‘We were afraid of the wild animals, and the gipsies, ’
she answered.

‘Please go on, ’ said Holmes.

‘T couldn’t sleep that night. It was a very stormy
night, with a lot of wind and rain. Suddenly I heard a
woman’s scream. It was my sister’s voice. I ran into the
corridor, and just then I heard a whistle, and a minute later
the sound of falling metal. I didn’t know what it was. I ran
to my sister’s door. She opened it and fell to the ground.
Her face was white and afraid, and she was crying, “Help
me, help me, Helen, I'm ill, I'm dying!” 1 put my arms
around her, and she cried out in a terrible voice: “Helen!
Oh my God, Helen! It was the band! The speckled band!”
She wanted to say more, but she couldn’t. I called my
stepfather, who tried to help her, but we could do nothing.
And so my dear, dear sister died.’

‘Are you sure about the whistle and the sound of
falling metal?’ asked Holmes.

‘T think so,’ answered Helen. ‘But it was a very
wild, stormy night. Perhaps I made a mistake. The police
couldn’t understand why my sister died. Her door was
locked and nobody could get into her room. They didn’t
find any poison in her body. And what was “the speckled
band”? Gipsies wear something like that round their necks.
1 think she died because she was so afraid, but I don’t know

what she was afraid of. Perhaps it was the gipsies. What
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stormy adj. affected or
disturbed by a storm 5 &
K. i ) suddenly adv.
quickly or unexpectedly %
SR scream n. a screaming
cry or sound 4N 7 poison
n. a substance which causes
death or harm when intro-
duced into or absorbed by
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do you think, Mr Holmes?’

Holmes thought for a minute. ¢ Hmm,’ he said.
‘That is a difficult question. But please go on.’

‘That was two years ago, ' Helen Stoner said. ‘I have
been very lonely without my sister, but a month ago a dear
friend asked me to marry him. My stepfather has agreed,
and so we're going to marry soon. But two days ago I had
to move to my sister’s old bedroom, because some men are
mending my bedroom wall, and last night 1 heard that
whistle again! I ran out of the house immediately and came
to London to ask for your help. Please help me, Mr
Holmes! I don’t want to die like Julia!’

‘We must move fast,’ said Holmes. ‘If we go to your
house today, can we look at these rooms? But your
stepfather must not know.’

‘He’s in London today, so he won’t see you. Oh thank
you, Mr Holmes, I feel better already.’
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mend v. to restore to a
sound condition 1&¥, &
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