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Have you ever wanted to say hello in

Chinese to your friends? By the end of this

lesson, you will be able to greet others and

express your needs.
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A Lesson 2 NI mdang ma

o m

LU Yuping, ni hdo ma?
oW, IR 3§ 57
W& hén hdo. Ni baba, mama hdo ma? ©
# MR FMREBE, BE T OB
Tamen dou hén hdo.?® NI mdang ma?
A AR . R R b7

W6 bu mdng. Ni ndn péngyou ne?

H AR ke, %K F MA WY

Ta hén mang.

o R




: iiﬁ—.l New Words
1

.mdng A = busy
. 2. ma QPt gy (a particle used for questions expecting a
yes-no answer )
3. baba T dad
4. mama N 245 mom
5. tdmen Pr A they; them
ta Pr A he; him
men Suf A1 (used after pronouns 3,4/, i or certain
nouns to denote plural)
6. dou Adv  AE both; all
7. bu Adv 7S not; no
8. nan A 1 male
9. péngyou N JR A Gternd
*10. ne MdP: PR (a modal particle used for elliptical questions)
& (FI% ] Asking
Ding Libo: Gége, rf ydio kaféi ma? @ hal someons ¥
T Ak -, RO X ek B9
Gége: W& yao kaféi.
<. # Z ok,
Didi. Wo y& ydo kaféi. @
o Ko oA & o,
Ding Libd: H&o, wdmen dou hé kafei. ©
T ik 3, &RAT A B dvek,

(1) Words marked by an asterisk have appeared in previous lessons.
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i iﬂ New Words

1. gége N R elder brother
2. ydo Vv 2 to want

3. kaféi N k|2 coffee

4, didi N Eoy younger brother
5. wdmen  Pr é&ﬂ'l‘] we; us

6. hé Vv "% to drink

7. Ding PN I (a surname)

@O Ni baba. mama h&o ma?

’»

“How are your mom and dad?
ni baba
ni nan péngyou
@ Tamen dou hén hdo.

“They are both fine (literally, very good).”

your dad, ni Mdmad —— your mom,

your boyfriend.

@ NI ydo kaféi ma?

“Do you want coffee? ”

COREL---Tge (NP ydo -+ ma? ") is a sentence pattern commonly used when askin,
what others want, whereas “F{Z--"(“W0 ydo 7)) is used to express what “I want”.
@ Wo y& yao kaféi.

“I want coffee, too.

(3 Woémen dou hé kafai.
“We all drink coffee.”

= B5%3

e dmtialsed 1 g ik f
Bk Finals: ef ou an ang eng ido iou(-iu)

Pronunciation Drills

1. & Spelling
dée dou dan dang
te tou tan tang
gé gou gan gang
ke kou kan kang



fh EE | Phonetics

1. 5 Neutral tone

In the common speech of modern Chinese, there are a number of syllables which are
unstressed and are pronounced in a “weak” tone. This is known as the neutral tone and is

indicated by the absence of a tone mark. For example:

"5 ma %, ne T men

2. EEES Pronunciation key

Initials: f is pronounced similarly to its counterpart in the English language
d like “t” in “stay” (unaspirated)
t like “t” in “tag” (aspirated)
g a soft unaspirated “k” sound
k like “k” in “kangarco” (aspirated)
Note: Particular attention should be paid to the pronunciation of the aspirated and
unaspirated consonants: d-t, g-k.
Finals: ei  like “ay” in “play” (light)
ou like “0” in “so”

13 “_»

an  like “an” in “can” (without stressing the “n

3. B AN Spelling rules

The compound final “iou” is written as “-iu” when it comes after an initial and the

Eni®)

tone mark is placed on “U”. For example: lill (six).

N EE Grammar

1. JE45 A8 1E4) Sentences with an adjectival predicate

Subject \ Predicate
R i,
NI hdo.
ft i |
T4 hén mang.
% | T
Wo 1 bu  mang.
AT # R A
Tamen dou hé&n hdo.

e



Adjectives in Chinese can function directly as predicates.

called a sentence with an adjectival predicate.

This kind of sentence is

Adjectives in this kind of sentence can be

modified by adverbs such as “fB”, “th”, and “#”. The negative form of sentences with an

adjectival predicate is generated by placing the negative adverb “A” before the adjective that

functions as the predicate. For example: “FAL".
Note: Adverbs such as “R”, “t”, and “#F” must be placed before the adjective they

modify.

2. AR 2IEM 4] “Yes-no” question with “Mg”

A declarative sentence can be changed into a “yes-no” question by adding the question

particle “M}” at the end of it

Statement Question

AT, MR AT I 9

NI hdo. — NI hdo ma?

s LE L, s Wi E e

Ta baba.mama dou hdo. —— Ta baba.mama dou hdo ma?
LY | Ttb AT AL 2

Ta mang. — Td mang ma?

PREZMIME PREZ W AE I 2

NI yao kaféi. e NI yao kaféi ma?

. R= Chinese Characters

1. A EE AN Learn and write basic Chinese characters

Gy - 7T

ding  mail 2 strokes .
b
) 7] 7 7]
dao  knife 2 strokes

Note: “717 is written as “ | ” on the right side of a character.

3y 7 X

you  again

2 strokes

Note: “X” was originally a pictograph of “the right hand”.

@ K - F X
d4a

3 strokes

.
J
A
R

big



5) | S o

kou mouth 3 sirokes
&y -+ 4
tu earth 3 strokes

Note: “+7 is written as “# 7 on the left side of a character.

- - - - -
(7) 2N N
lit six 4 strokes

®) AN
bu

no, not 4 strokes

]

@ J& T ERFEE

Buddhist nun 5 strokes

(10) =] T W ow o

ke can, may 5 strokes

2. WERXHRIF Learn and write the Chinese characters appearing in the
texts
(1) % ma (%K)

— 2 o+ 5

(“v” denotes the meaning of speaking, “Z” denotes the pronunciation)

(2) " ne
o — B+ K

(“1” denotes the meaning of speaking, “/&” denotes the pronunciation)

(3) 454 mama (454%)

= h o+ 4

(“% 7 denotes the meaning of woman, “%” denotes the pronunciation)
(4) # 4 gége

‘%T‘ g A + —‘:_’T

2



